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suggested a possible explanation. His Excellency sympathizes with
our aspirations, and knowing his own countrymen, realizes that we
have got to be severely tried before they think of coming to terms;
he is, therefore, trying and directing repression to see how far we are
capable of bearing it and, therefore, sincere in our desire for free-
dom, and then having made out a case for us his clients, desires
to compel a settlement. I am afraid, however, that I have to state
the case only to be rejected. Human nature does not work quite
that way. Lord Reading is not so entirely selfless, and if he is, he
cannot possibly remain in charge of a Government which under
its present constitution can give no relief to the people. It is, there-
fore, with the greatest reluctance that I am forced to conclude that
Lord Reading is trying to emasculate India by forcibly making
free speech and popular organization impossible. I am prepared
to believe that in all this he thinks that he is doing good to us and
that we are not yet fit to be called men and women. He will soon
have his eyes opened. We must not quarrel with his belief. Nor
need we feel anxious about it. Let us acquit ourselves like men
and women and we shall find that everything and everybody be-
come favourable to us,
ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE
The pages of Toting India are rarely occupied with an exa-
mination of what rulers think. It is an idle speculation. But as the
papers are discussing, advising and debating upon such a confe-
rence, I have considered it appropriate to devote some space to an,,
examination of the mentality of the chief actor in the drama now
being played in India. In my opinion, such a conference is bound
to prove abortive till Lord Reading is disabused of the idea that
non-co-operation is confined to a few misguided zealots. If he
wants co-operation and contentment, he must placate non-co-opera-
tors. He must see that non-co-operation is not the disease, it is the
chief symptom of a disease. The disease consists in a triple injury to
the people of India. And no palliative will soothe the patient so
long as the centre of the disease is not tackled. Outside the re-
dress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and the grant of swa-
raj in accordance with a scheme framed by the chosen represen-
tatives of the p eople, repression is the easiest and the shortest way to
a settlement. No Viceroy can, I freely confess, possibly allow things
to drift. I admit that he must suppress civil disobedience as he
would an armed rebellion unless he is prepared to remedy the evil
towards which the disobedience is directed. Abstract truth has
no value unless it incarnates in human beings who represent it